Mountain Library Network Executive Board

Minutes

August 1, 2005

I. Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 by Chairperson Emilee Seese. In attendance were Suzette Lowe, Emilee Seese, Stephen Rowe, Judy Gunsaulis, Vicky Terry, Ann Farr, Danny McMillion and Myra Ziegler. Also attending were Joanna Thompson, Eva McGuire, and Johnnie King.

II. Minutes

The minutes of the last meeting were approved as presented.

III. Committee Reports

A. Circulation Committee – Emilee Seese

Emilee reported that there are problems with individual libraries not following the circulation polices. Alderson is refusing to get drivers license and middle names, Parkersburg refusing to put “NMN” when the middle name is not available or given. By consensus, the Board decided that Emilee would send a letter to those libraries and follow up with a phone call. Another problem concerns War Library’s putting in former VTLS patrons without those people actually getting their new MLN cards. Emilee is to call War as well.

Steve Rowe of Concord College stated that the college professors want to use the “on-line reserve” feature. The question arose as to whether that feature is part of the contract with Millennium because currently it is not functioning. Emilee will look into the matter.

The question arose as to why interlibrary loans aren’t being checked out to individual patrons rather than libraries. The reason is that it is a transaction between libraries.

B. Cataloging Committee – Suzette Lowe

The cataloging committee is addressing the following issues : (a)individual logins for catalogers, rather than generic cata, b, and c ; (b)cleaning up records ; and (c) how to deal with libraries who are cataloging poorly.

IV. Old Business
A. New River Community and Technical College

A letter was sent to the President of the College but no response has been given. If a contract is not signed with the MLN by August 19, permission will be taken away.

B. Authority Work Update

Eva McGuire reported that the 1000 pages of authority records has decreased somewhat.  To maintain the authority records would cost approximately $1600-2000 a year with an estimate of 35,000 new records being added annually to the MLN database. This does not count children’s subject headings, genres, or series headings. The board suggested asking the WVLC to pay for the maintenance before approaching the financially insecure MLN libraries. 

The question of how to handle financial transactions was discussed. Currently Parkersburg & Wood County Library pays and is then reimbursed. It was decided that Brain Raitz should be contacted to see if this process can continue or do other arrangements need to be made.

V. New Business

A. Year to Date Circulation, Statistics, Annual Reports

Brian Raitz who was to report on this did not attend the meeting. The only difficulty reported was Raleigh County having problems obtaining information about the number of volumes they own.

B. Permission for the NORLN to search MLN catalog using Z39.50

Danny moved that the NORLN be given permission. Myra Ziegler seconded. Motion carried.

C. Changes to Millennium Tables

There is interest in having an interactive form to report problems on the MLN site. Larry Arnold, WVLC technician who deals with Millennium technical issues, says this isn’t feasible. The board would like to find out what Millennium’s policy is concerning this issue.

D. Individual Reading Lists

Brian Raitz had asked the Board to discuss the possibility of patrons keeping individual reading lists. During the discussion, the issue of storage problems on the server, privacy issues, the impossibility of protecting all of the lists if the government wanted to access an individual list. With the potential problems arising from individual reading lists, Danny McMillion moved to deny the request, Suzette Lowe seconded. Motion carried.
E. Other Issues

Judy Gunsaulis reported that Kay, who maintains the MLN website, is looking for a new job. Joanna Thompson volunteered to take over those duties if Kay would be willing to train her.

The question arose as to whether the colleges can purge graduate patron records at the end of the year. Because of overdue items issues, the answer was no. It was suggested that creating a list at the end of the year should give the colleges the information they need.

Danny McMillion reported that Raleigh County had a problem with the searchable drop down menu on the “Search/Holds” feature. No other library is having a problem with that feature. It was suggested it might be either a memory problem or a Java problem.

VI. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 1:00. The next meeting is scheduled for October 10, 2005 at South Charleston Library.

