MLN EXECUTIVE BOARD

February 6, 2007

Minutes

I. Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 10:08 a.m. by Chair Judy Gunsaulis. Those attending were board members Emilee Seese, Judy Gunsaulis, Eva McGuire, Vicky Terry, Suzette Lowe, Myra Ziegler, Cheri Davis, Ann Farr, and Brian Raitz. Also in attendance were Johnnie King and Kimberly Moore.

II. Minutes

Emilee Seese moved, with Cheri Davis seconding, that the minutes of the December meeting be approved as presented. Motion carried.

III. Committee Reports

A. Circulation Committee – Emilee Seese

There has been no meeting of the Circulation Committee but one is planned soon. The “days closed” changes are now complete. Emilee said to inform her of any changes to ILL contacts. It was pointed out that the due date for items checked out by any libraries with a patron type of “SYSTEM ILL” was a shorter time than those with a patron type of “LIBRARY”.  Emilee will create a list of those libraries and change them to allow a longer checkout period.  

B. Cataloging Committee – Vicky Terry

With the new upgrade, the Northern group is finding that bibliographic records with 13-digit ISBNs are appearing more than once in the OPAC. Vicky says that Tammy Richards, WVLC technician, reports that Innovative is working on this problem.

Vicky said she will be sending out an e-mail informing all catalogers that the executive board has approved the following change in cataloging :

|h[sound recording (CD)].

C. OPAC Committee – Brian Raitz

Brian has updated the online public catalog. The patron screen’s colors are now consistent with the rest of the catalog. Also, links are now in button format rather than a lot of words. 

Cheri Davis reported that Ronceverte Library is having trouble with pin number field not appearing on the screen. Brian will investigate this, but it may be a computer problem rather than a Millenium problem.

D. Continuing Education – Danny McMillion

Kim Moore reported for Danny. The committee met on February 1, 2007. They are still working on the generic manuals for the MLN. The circulation manual will be a combination of the versions completed by Brian and Eva.  The committee will have Heather Campbell, WVLC cataloger, look over the Raleigh County cataloging manual before any work is done. Raleigh County’s circulation and cataloging manuals are the basis for the proposed MLN manuals. 

The manuals will eventually be put on the MLN website, but must be password protected. This protection is due to the fact that the information is proprietary and also to ensure that various levels of library staffs will only be able to access appropriate information. 

The Continuing Education committee has sent a survey out, via e-mail, to determine if any training is needed at Spring Fling 2007. Judy Gunsaulis cautioned that if any training is planned, the committee should check into the technical capabilities and requirements for the Days Inn at Flatwoods. 

IV. Old Business

A. Release 2006

There is still no firm date for the release 2006 upgrade. The northern group (NORLN) has upgraded but has had to deal with a number of problems. Cheri Davis made the motion, with Myra seconding, that if Judy is notified by technician Tammy Richards that the upgrade is ready, she can approve the process as long as she gives the MLN libraries at least one week’s notice. Motion carried.

Judy and Eva will be attending the Innovative Users Group meeting in May 2007. It is hoped that Tammy Richards will also be allowed to attend.

B. Searching Problems on the OPAC

Judy reported that J. D. Waggoner, executive secretary of the WV Library Commission, will approve the $1500 necessary to re-index the collection so that the following will occur : (1) the general collection will search all subjects ; (2)the juvenile collection will search only juvenile subjects ; (3)the medical collection will search medical subjects (although at this time these subjects are not being used).

C. Training Issues

Judy cautioned the continuing education committee to check into the technical requirement/capabilities of any training planned for Spring Fling.

D. Book Covers

Any possibility of adding book covers to the OPAC will have to be addressed after the 2006 upgrade.

V. New Business

A. Deleted Patron Timetable

Purging patrons who have not been active in the system was talked about in the past but no decision had been made or policy established. At this point, all patrons expire each year. When purging was first discussed, it was due to a concern for system space. Currently, space is not a problem. The Circulation Committee will discuss this issue at its next meeting and will report back to the board at the April 2006 meeting.

B. Home Library/Library Agency Clarification

Danny McMillion had asked for a clarification of these terms. 

Home library : where the patron registers (gets the library card)

Library agency : the county the patron physically resides


These affect statistics.

Patron type and home library should match. Brian pointed out that this might need clarified in the circulation policy as this affects holds.

Patron type should reflect where the patron registers. 

C. Other Issues

Judy Gunsaulis opened the floor for any other problems or issues that needed to be discussed.

Myra Ziegler asked about bringing in Summers County High School into the MLN. She asked whether the school library should come in as a branch or separate entity. The board suggested that Myra should talk to Tammy Richards about contacting Innovative about the cost and technical issues of brining another library into the system. It was suggested that a conference call be set up to discuss the issues.

Cheri Davis shared the fact that libraries can find out how many visits had been made to their website by using the URL of  the individual library followed by “/usage”.

Myra pointed out that the general meeting of the MLN, as required by the bylaws, is to be held in May 2007.  Judy will contact the WVLC to see about any available dates for a meeting room during the week of May 21-25, 2007.  If the WVLC is not available, she will contact Raleigh County Library.

Judy appointed Cheri Davis as chair of the Nominating Committee for positions on the Executive Board.

The meeting was adjourned. The next Executive Board meeting will be April 2, 2007 at the South Charleston Library at 10:00 a.m. 

